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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Fourth Report — “Children Missing Out - Education Support for: - Students on 457 Visas -  
Students With a Disability” — Tabling 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [10.20 am]: I present for tabling the fourth report of the Education and 
Health Standing Committee entitled “Children Missing Out - Education Support for: - Students on 457 Visas - 
Students With a Disability”.  

[See paper 1648.] 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Before I move to the content of this report, I should explain to the house that several 
members have approached me with concerns that notice was given to the house only last week that a report 
would be tabled this week.  

Many members of this house were approached by parents and teachers last year because of problems in 
government schools with children on subclass 457 visas. Some schools have up to 25 per cent of students on 
457 visas; I know of one school in Riverton that has up to 25 per cent. I also know that the member for South 
Perth has been very vocal on this issue because some schools in his electorate have up to 30 per cent of students 
on 457 visas. When this issue arose last year, both the Premier and the Minister for Education said that there 
needed to be an inquiry, but no inquiry was commenced. The Education and Health Standing Committee did, 
however, send a letter to the Minister for Education seeking the specific number of children on 457 visas who 
were attending preprimary, primary and secondary schools. As you will remember, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. 
Watson), when we got a response from the minister several weeks or months later, many members of the 
committee were concerned that most children on 457 visas received no support for English as a second language.  

Mr Acting Speaker, you know that members of the Education and Health Standing Committee have been 
fortunate in having a little extra assistance in the past few months. However, with education and health taking up 
50 per cent of the state’s budget, having just one principal research officer and one research officer does not 
enable the committee to do all the research it would like to do to assist this Parliament to improve education in 
our schools and to improve health care and mental health care. 

I was going to present a grievance today but the minister’s response asked for a report to be tabled. At the stage 
of the minister’s response, our staff had been working on both the hospital and community health services 
inquiry and the alcohol and illicit drug inquiry. We did not want to lose our staff, and at that stage I offered to do 
some more work on this issue with my research staff to present a report as per the minister’s request. I have since 
spoken about this matter with the Speaker. I appreciate that at the time the minister’s request was made, I should 
have approached the Speaker and informed him that we had been asked to produce a brief report, rather than a 
grievance, on this issue. 

Mr Acting Speaker, this is a brief report on this issue. This is a very big problem in our schools that needs to be 
addressed. This report merely flags where some of the problems are. The report handballs the issue back to the 
Minister for Education and asks for children with English as a second language attending our schools to be given 
the support they should be given.  

I recently attended a conference that the Commissioner for Children and Young People put on that examined the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Article 28 refers to the educational needs of children and 
how we should ensure that all children have access to education. In fact, a former Secretary-General of the 
United Nations said — 

Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the cornerstones of 
freedom, democracy and sustainable human development. 

At the moment in our schools we are failing children who come to Western Australia with parents on 457 visas. 
Because they have a 457 visa rather than another form of visa, they are ineligible for assistance in English as a 
second language. We know from educators in the area that it can take up to seven years before such children who 
come to our schools, even with assistance, fully integrate in classrooms, socially and outside in the playground 
and reach a par with other students in their educational achievements. 

From the minister’s response in June 2009 we found that 1 154 out of 2 491 children of subclass 457 visa holders 
were able to attend English as a second language programs on a spare-capacity basis. That means, therefore, that 
more than 1 000 children were unable to attend because we do not have that spare capacity in our schools to 
provide support at the intensive English centres that the government has established. Funding traditionally has 
come from the commonwealth. The committee discovered that the 457 visa program was an initiative of John 
Howard in 1996; however, at that time, the children of 457 visa holders were excluded from receiving support 
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for English as a second language. In the past four years 50 per cent of people who have come to Western 
Australia on 457 visas have gained permanent visa status. Although they have permanent visa status, 
approximately 50 per cent of the children of those visa holders are given no support for English as a second 
language. They have therefore had four years in the system and will probably stay in the system for many more 
years. Each year that support is delayed those children will find it very much harder to catch up. As I said, in 
June 2009 the parents of more than 2 000 students were on 457 visas and will be for the next four years. I do not 
have the exact figure with me, but for the next four years that number will remain at more than 2 000 students. 
The committee heard evidence that many students encounter unique learning challenges because of their poor 
command of the English language. The majority—not all—of those students who come to Western Australia 
who attend Western Australian schools have English as a second language.  

The committee also heard that if the students are to be assimilated in the classroom, it is vital for them to be 
given educational support to help them meet educational and social standards. It was apparent from the 
minister’s response that the only students who get that additional support are the students who attend schools that 
have the spare capacity to assist those students. The director who reported to the committee said that that 
capacity is seldom spare given the large number of students who are taught English as a second language. We do 
not have the resources in our schools to support children who are on 457 visas. They cannot go to a specialised 
learning centre unless the school has a spare capacity of ESL teachers. We know that up to 50 per cent of 
students on 457 visas will stay in Australia and become citizens. They are our future. We are neglecting future 
Australians while they are at school. We were told that the existing ESL classes are overcrowded. That is a 
problem for not only those students, but also the other students in the classrooms. Some teachers do not have the 
confidence to deal with the Australian children in their classrooms as well as the children on 457 visas and do 
not believe that they are doing the best job they could be doing because the children on 457 visas are not getting 
adequate support. The teachers are trying to give those students additional support but, because there is no 
formal standard to provide support to the children on 457 visas, the teachers are taking time out from teaching 
the other children in the classroom. The member for Cannington is aware that many students in his electorate are 
on 457 visas. The lack of funding places an additional burden on the teachers and the other students in the school 
because the teachers are trying to cope with all the students. The teachers know that the children on 457 visas 
cannot get the appropriate support outside of the school system that they should have. 

As I said, many of the people who apply for 457 visas often remain under the conditions of the visa for four 
years, during which time they apply for permanent residency. The commonwealth government has not funded 
the students on 457 visas. However, it has funded ESL, for which these children are not eligible. In 2009, the 
commonwealth government provided Western Australia with just over $7 million for ESL programs. The new 
National Education Agreement is funded on the basis of the number of children who attend school. Western 
Australia has more children on 457 visas than some of the other states and therefore the funding formula is 
inadequate to address the support that is needed to be given to children on 457 visas who attend a school in 
Western Australia. The committee made several recommendations to the minister, one of which is to get 
additional funding for those students. The committee looked at what the other states are doing with regard to 
schooling arrangements for children on 457 visas. Although most states have assimilated those children into the 
classroom in a similar way to Western Australia, some states have charged a fee for 457 visa students. In New 
South Wales the fee varies from $4 500 from kindergarten to year 10, to $5 500 for years 11 and 12. The ACT 
charges 457 visa students $9 000 for primary school, $12 000 for years 7 to 10 and $13 500 for years 11 and 12. 
Those fees are means-tested. People who come here on a 457 visa know that if they go to the ACT or New South 
Wales they will be charged for their children’s education. However, that charge is not placed on the parents who 
can ill-afford it. In 2006-07 there was a big outcry when workers on 457 visas were exploited with regard to their 
payment and working conditions. If the Western Australian government means-tested the parents of children on 
a 457 visa, which would not affect all the students, and charged the minimum fee of $4 500 that is charged in 
New South Wales, that would provide an additional $20 million to the Department of Education to help educate 
those students. 

This week and last week many of the bills that have been put on the table in this house have been declared urgent 
bills. I believe that this is an urgent issue. Most schools do not have additional voluntary assistants. We discussed 
in the report the provision of some voluntary assistance to schools that teach children on 457 visas. However, 
most schools do not have the additional resources to support those students. I believe that as a matter of urgency 
the government should consider implementing a means-tested cost-recovery program next year to ensure that the 
children who are entering our schools are given the support that they need. That will ensure also that the other 
children in the classrooms will not fail because the teachers are unable to give their full attention to those 
students. 
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I have only two minutes left in which to speak and I believe that the member for Maylands will talk about 
students with disabilities because that is a key area that she would like to see addressed. The committee heard 
that children with either physical or intellectual disabilities are unable to get funding for assistance in schools. 
The report refers to one child who had numerous assessments. The child has part of her brain missing and is 
unable to go the toilet and then pull up her own knickers, yet the Department of Education has not provided the 
school with additional funds to cope with that student. The school has had to tap into its own funds. The criterion 
that is currently used within our schools to provide additional funding to students with disabilities needs to be 
addressed. I believe that the minister will address this in the future.  

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [10.40 am]: Since the introduction of subclass 457 visas in 1996, workers on 
these visas have become very important to our economy. They come to Australia with particular skills and they 
reside here for anywhere from three months to four years. In 2008-09, 39 000 workers were granted permanent 
residency. In Western Australia, nearly 23 000 workers on 457 visas became permanent residents. Many of the 
children of these 457 workers do not speak English at home. When they enter our schools, they are a substantial 
drag on the teachers. The teachers frequently lack experience in this area. About 50 per cent of the 46 000 people 
who entered Australia on 457 visas in 2004-05 have acquired permanent residency. As the Chair of the 
Education and Health Standing Committee mentioned, other states handle this issue differently, with New South 
Wales charging fees for tuition, the Australian Capital Territory charging quite high fees and Victoria absorbing 
the cost of providing the extra tuition, which is basically the case in the Northern Territory and South Australia.  

Our committee accepts that the state government may consider introducing a fee to cover the cost of special 
English as a second language classes for children of 457 visa holders. However, it is very important that that fee 
be quite rigidly income tested because of the danger of parents trying to overemphasise their kids’ English 
language skills and putting them into classes that do not offer extra help to avoid paying the fee. Considering that 
50 per cent of these children will probably become normal Australian students, it is probably best to get their 
English up to a standard at which they can become part of the mainstream. Personally, I think that needs to be 
looked at quite closely. I would hate to introduce a fee only to find that the costs of administering it are probably 
nearly as much as the income produced. That would be a pointless exercise. As I said, the important thing is to 
get these kids’ English up to a high standard as soon as we can. It may not be worthwhile. Economists talk about 
dead-weight losses. The dead-weight losses might be greater than the income that is brought in.  

I recently visited a company called Diab Engineering in Geraldton where I met a couple of workers from the 
Philippines, a couple from China and a couple from India. In the likely event that these people will stay in 
Western Australia, they will probably be joined by considerably more people. We should understand that 457 
visa holders do not enjoy the benefits of our welfare net. They have to look after their own medical and health 
requirements. I am reminded of an old bumper sticker that I occasionally see around the place that says, “If you 
think education is expensive, try ignorance.” We have to weigh up the short-term costs and the long-term costs. 
At the end of the day, I suspect we might come to the conclusion that the best thing to do is to face the costs, get 
these kids’ English up to an acceptable standard as quickly as possible and put them into mainstream education.  

MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [10.45 am]: I believe that our state has benefited greatly from people coming 
here to fill positions that employers are not able to fill from the local population. These people come under the 
subclass 457 visa arrangements, which allow them to stay for between three months and four years. I have been 
involved in helping many 457 visa holders from South Africa settle into Perth. The children of the Afrikaans 
people are generally bilingual, even though Afrikaans is their first language and English their second language. 
They slot into the school system very well because their English is more than adequate to get a good start.  

After becoming the member for Southern River, I became aware that the children of many 457 visa holders 
speak no English at all. One of the principals told me that in his school 60 students whose parents are on 457 
visas speak virtually no English. This creates a major problem because children on 457 visas are not eligible to 
access intensive language centres unless there is spare capacity. Like so many things in the education system, 
there is no spare capacity, or there is very, very limited spare capacity. In one school this resulted in a teacher 
having 13 students in her class who spoke different languages. This affects not only the education of those 
children who cannot speak English; when 13 students in a class of, say, 25 do not speak English, the Australian 
students are also affected because the teacher has to focus on those who cannot speak English. It affects the 
whole functioning of the class.  

Apparently, in Western Australia about 2 500 children in our schools have very limited English. I can certainly 
sympathise with those kids because when I came to Australia as an eight-year-old in 1961, I was not able to 
speak a word of English. My experience in Tasmania was quite different. I was the only kid in the class who 
could not speak English so I was immersed in a sea of English. Within nine months I could speak, and dare I say 
swear, as well as all the other kids. My teacher in grade 3, Mrs Kemp, went out of her way to help me. It is so 
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much easier to do that with one student. The older a student is, the harder it is to learn a new language. These 
students need to get that extra help with English. If they end up getting behind in education, it is very hard to 
catch up. As the member for Geraldton pointed out, most of these people on 457 visas want to get permanent 
residency. If they want to be permanent citizens but end up getting behind in education, it is very hard for them 
to catch up again.  

One of the recommendations in our report is that access to intensive help with English should be based on need, 
not on what kind of visa the parents happen to have. While we believe that an intensive language service ought 
to be provided as an integral part of the provision of education, we certainly appreciate the scarcity of funds 
flowing to Treasury coffers. We reluctantly recommended that the Department of Education look at a cost-
recovery program for parents on 457 visas whose children need assistance in English—some kind of means-
tested fee structure. I say that we reluctantly made that recommendation because we were also very conscious of 
the fact that although some of the people who come to Australia on 457 visas earn quite high salaries, many earn 
only quite modest salaries. We ought to keep in mind that people on 457 visas do not have access to Medicare. 
They get absolutely no family benefits from Centrelink or anything like that. Their costs of living are 
significantly higher than that of a normal family.  

The other thing is that people who come to Australia on 457 visas also have the problem of setting up house in a 
new country, and that is a very costly business. If they apply for permanent residency, it costs them a fee of 
$1 500 per person. If mum and dad and four kids apply for permanent residency, $9 000 goes out in fees before 
they pay even the cost of compiling the application itself. If members have seen an application, they will know 
that it is book like. As a member of the committee, I believe it is absolutely vital for the wellbeing of those 
students that we upgrade intensive language centres and ensure that children who need them can access them, 
irrespective of the kind of visa that brought their parents to this country.  

In that context, I also briefly mention that our committee looked at the Schools Plus program, which provides 
funds to schools to help with students who have disabilities. One of the anomalies in that system is that funding 
is available only for certain categories. If a student falls outside those categories, no funding is available, even 
though everyone can see that the student desperately needs it. We are pleased to note that the Department of 
Education is conducting a review of the way the Schools Plus program operates. It is an interesting phenomenon 
that students whose parents have come here on 457 visas cannot access intensive language services, but their 
schools have access to Schools Plus funding to help with children with disabilities. Hopefully, the review by the 
Department of Education will help streamline that program.  

It has been my pleasure to be part of that committee’s work of reviewing this whole situation. We trust that the 
recommendations will be taken up by the minister and the Department of Education. In conclusion, I thank my 
fellow committee members; the committee staff, Dr David Worth, Tim Hughes and Renee Gould; and Abbey 
Beaumont from the member for Alfred Cove’s office, who did much of the background work on the report. 
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.  

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [10.52 am] — by leave: The question of education for the children of 
subclass 457 visa holding parents is a critical issue in many electorates. The member for Riverton has 
commented in Parliament on this issue previously. Many students of parents on these visas attend schools in the 
district of Cannington. Clyde Graham at Cannington Community College has described issues about a family 
from Poland who came to the school on a 457 visa. No assistance was provided to the school for those students. 
One of the kids was in year 10. A student in year 10 who cannot speak English raises some very complex issues. 
Hans Geer, the principal of Brookman Primary School in Langford, spoke to me about the problems experienced 
there with the children of 457 holders. Again, there was no funding for additional English language teaching. He 
commented that sometimes the kids in preprimary and early school years learn English the quickest due to their 
developmental learning processes, so he uses them as translators for kids from the same families in higher years. 
These problems have been raised with me by people such as Craig Ashby, the principal of Bannister Creek 
Primary School, and Roy Reynolds from Gibb Street Primary School; and people from Beckenham Primary 
School. Lynwood Senior High School, which is in the member for Riverton’s electorate but which services my 
electorate also, faces many of these problems.  

I am pleased that the Education and Health Standing Committee has taken the opportunity to look at this issue. 
As I said to the chair of that committee, the member for Alfred Cove, before she presented the report, I would 
have liked to make a submission to this inquiry. I heard the Speaker read the terms of reference the other day. 
When I went to the bills and papers office just this morning to get the terms of reference so that I could work on 
a submission, I found that the report was being tabled today. I appreciate the time and resource pressures that the 
chair of the committee spoke about, but I think this is a matter that could do with additional consideration.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 19 November 2009] 

 p9431b-9438a 
Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Peter Abetz; Mr Bill Johnston; Dr Mike Nahan; Mr John McGrath; Mr 

Murray Cowper 

 [5] 

One of the things I want to raise is the original intention of 457 visas, which was to bring in the high-skilled 
workers whom we were unable to provide ourselves. The typical worker would be a computer engineer from 
Singapore or a high-skilled petrochemical engineer from, say, Houston or Japan. Those sorts of workers are now 
highly mobile. This is a global market for high-skilled labour. We are just as likely to find an Australian engineer 
working in London as we are to find an American engineer working in Australia. We need a category of visa that 
gives recognition to that highly skilled, highly mobile labour force. As a number of the members of the 
committee made clear in their remarks on this report, the category of 457 visa holders is moving down the skills 
chain to trades occupations and even semi-skilled occupations. The nature of those occupations is now 
completely different. Those 457 visa holders are coming to Australia, not as part of their global career, but as a 
form of permanent migration. Before 457 visas were available, governments of both persuasions did their best to 
integrate all permanent migrants into the community. The whole purpose of the 457 visas was to allow those 
workers to make a contribution to a labour shortage and then leave. But that is not happening; they are staying. 
Therefore, the 457 visa class is not being properly applied; it is being used for permanent migration. The 
member for Southern River spoke about people he has been involved with who have done exactly that. We might 
say to a 457 visa holder, “Your employer should carry the cost because you’re here temporarily, so why should 
the taxpayers of Australia contribute to the upskilling of those kids who will then deliver the benefit of an 
Australian education to somewhere else in the world? It is only right that taxpayers do not make a contribution.” 
However, now that the rules for 457 visas have morphed into something completely different, the question arises 
about what is going to happen. There is no question that these visa holder families are causing disruption, to not 
only their own children’s education, because it is hard enough for them to get an education, but also the 
education of others because resources are not available to cover this need. There is, of course, a very strong 
argument—one that I am quite attracted to—that the employers should be responsible for at least some of those 
costs because they are the ones who are getting the benefit of the additional skilled labour. There may be other 
ways of financing it, and I think that is something that could be further investigated. I note that I have had only a 
short time to read the report, but a number of recommendations are directed to further information gathering. I 
am indebted to the chair of the committee for pointing that out in her remarks. Without having read the report, 
and in no way suggesting anything negative about the report, clearly, it will not have canvassed all the issues 
involved here. Many members, such as the member for Nollamara and the member for Gosnells, represent 
electorates that have similar demographic profiles to those of the Cannington electorate. They deal with exactly 
the same issues that I and the principals of these local schools face. I think this is a good first step towards a 
more thorough investigation of this topic. 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [11.00 am] — by leave: This is a very important issue and I would like to build 
on some of the previous contributions. A while back I gave a grievance on this issue and I have done extensive 
work with the schools in my electorate; many of them have not only a high proportion of 457 visa holders but 
also children from non-English speaking backgrounds. Also, many 457 visa holders are moving into the 
electorate. In some cases, between 25 and 30 per cent of students in classes are from families of 457 visa holders.  

I have a couple of comments on 457 visa holders. These people absolutely have been, and will continue to be, a 
vital class of workers in Western Australia. Western Australia has a higher proportion of 457 visa holders than 
any other state, including Queensland, as a percentage of population. Given activities in the mineral and the oil 
and gas sectors, we will increasingly rely on them. Overwhelmingly, 457 visa holders, until recently, have been 
employed by state governments. Most 457 visa holders are skilled people employed by state governments as 
police, nurses, doctors and others. Indeed, state governments are the biggest employer of 457 visa holders. In the 
past, these people have been actively recruited by state governments. These governments have paid for them to 
come to Western Australia and to other states.  

The mining sector is increasingly employing a large number of 457 visa holders, but a dominant number of these 
people are actually from Britain, South Africa and other English speaking countries. The first point here is that 
many of them work for the state government, and many of the families are very fluent in English. Therefore, 
categorising all 457 visa holders as having English troubles is grossly off the mark. The second point, as the 
member for Cannington mentioned, is that 457 visa holders are also increasingly staying in Australia. A very 
high percentage of them are using 457 visas as a transition to permanent residency. I am told that the figure is 
50 per cent. Therefore, in considering that factor, we have to take into consideration that we should be making an 
investment in the education of 457 visa holders who will become future Australians.  

I might also add that 457 visa holders pay taxes, both state and federal, and therefore make a contribution to their 
education; that is, they are not freeloaders. They pay taxes and make a substantial contribution to the educational 
system. Nonetheless, it is true that—particularly in recent times, as the member for Cannington indicated—a 
number of 457 visa holders, often with blue-collar skills, were increasingly coming from Asia, including Korea, 
China and other places where English is not a first or even a second language. The children were having 
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significant problems in the schools and their parents were having problems in the workplace with the quality of 
English. The kids were coming to schools sometimes with no English whatsoever. It was exceedingly difficult 
for the teachers.  

In the first instance, one would say that this is a migration issue and therefore an issue for the commonwealth. 
But the commonwealth has had a policy of not adequately funding the additional costs of 457 visa holders for 
special English language classes. The Howard government had that policy; the current one has. I have written 
twice to the federal minister and asked her to reconsider it. I am sure that other people have done likewise. She 
has reiterated that she has no desire to change the policy. The problem we are facing here is the fundamental 
issue of cost shifting. The commonwealth’s responsibilities are being pushed onto the states.  

Most states have reacted, as the committee’s report says, by putting an additional fee onto 457 visa holders. Not 
all states have done that—Queensland has not. I think New South Wales and the ACT have. The Queensland 
state government funds it directly out of consolidated revenue as a special program to help fund the special 
educational needs of students. It does that because it recognises the importance of 457 visa holders in a rapidly 
developing state and the importance that they will have in contributing to the workforce and to the future 
population.  

This is a complicated issue because the Rudd government last year changed the English language test 
significantly. Therefore, a large number of 457 visa holders coming in—at least the holder of the visa, maybe not 
the family—will have no problems with English in the workplace. The issue is: will their children? There is no 
empirical data on this. My anecdotal observation is—and a large number of these people have come into my 
electorate—that there has been a significant shift in the origin of 457 visa holders. First, there are a lot coming 
from Dubai—the economy in the Middle East has slowed down. Many are south Asians. Many of them have 
effectively English as their first language, if not comparable with their second language; their English language 
is of a very high quality.  

I had a dialogue on 457 visa holders with all the principals of the schools in my electorate. They say that 
numbers are holding up. The new entrants have better English; indeed, they have no problems and impose no 
penalty on the classes. In fact, some of them are excellent students and are adding value to the schools. If there is 
a problem, it relates to the kids that came a year or so ago, or maybe more, whose English is not up to scratch. 
Again, as the chairman of the committee said, the schools and the teachers welcome these students. As 
educators, they want to do the best by them, but the numbers sometimes constrain them from performing the best 
for these kids and, indeed, all of the kids in the classroom.  

I would have liked, as the principals and other people in my electorate did, the chance to have some input into 
this committee report. It is something that is very important. Again, 25 to 30 per cent of some of the kids in the 
classroom are 457 visa holders. It is a very important issue. As this report was brought in so quickly, we were 
unable to have input into this very important issue. Secondly, I think one has to take into account at first instance 
the principles rather than coming up with a levy. I emphasise that in immigration there are a range of different 
classes of temporary migrants. Last time I looked there were about nine of them. There are some minor 
changes—for instance, one specifically for medical people and doctors. Most of those people are not required to 
pay for education. We have to look at the issue of equality between the various classes of immigrant. Why would 
we charge a 457 visa holder but not a temporary migrant coming in as a doctor? There are different classes of 
these. One of the issues is that employers might have to pay. I think that is what will happen—maybe 
appropriately so. We have to recognise that a large number of 457 visa holders are employed by state 
governments. If we start imposing very high educational levies on 457 visa holders, it is going to come into the 
education department and go out of consolidated revenue at the same time.  

This is a very important issue. It is very complex. It is in transition. Because of the slowing down of the uptake 
of 457 visa holders over the past year, it was a time to look at this more thoroughly. I urge the committee to have 
another go at it, particularly to allow —  

Dr J.M. Woollard: Are you prepared to support more resources for the committee?  

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I do not know what the choices are. I was not given a chance to have an input on this, nor 
were the people in my electorate, and it is a vital issue in which we have expressed interest. Whatever the 
choices, I urge the committee to look at this more thoroughly.  

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [11.10 am] — by leave: I was first made aware of this problem at Como 
Primary School, which is a school in my electorate. At the time, Como Primary School had 270 students, 50 of 
whom were children of 457 visa holders. That school had a real problem, because it did not have the teaching 
staff. I spoke to the member for Riverton about this, and he mentioned my situation when he raised the matter as 
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a grievance on 4 December 2008. On that occasion, the Premier took the grievance because these visas were a 
commonwealth issue and so came under his responsibility for federal-state relations. Apart from accepting that it 
was a problem that he would need to flesh out with the commonwealth, the Premier agreed that the state also had 
a responsibility and it needed to be looked at.  

I congratulate the Education and Health Standing Committee for investigating this situation, which is important, 
as the member for Alfred Cove said, given that a lot of these kids are like the kids who came to Australia in the 
period of mass migration after the Second World War. They came to Australia with no English skills, but 
somehow we got through it and most of them became outstanding Western Australian citizens. We have a 
greater problem here because of the difficulty that the English language presents for some of the kids from the 
Asian countries compared with those kids who emigrated from Europe. It is something that the state government 
needs to look at.  

In his response to the grievance, the Premier said that he would take up the issue with the federal government. 
He also said that Western Australia, unlike other states, did not make special, discrete funding available to these 
students in those schools. The Premier said that that was the state’s responsibility and he would ask the Minister 
for Education to look at what was provided in this state compared with other states, and he would also take up 
the issue with the commonwealth. We had an undertaking from the Premier that he accepted this was a problem 
and he would take responsibility for it, along with the Minister for Education. I am led to believe that the 
Minister for Education was also aware that the Education and Health Standing Committee would hold an inquiry 
into this and that the minister has been waiting for the result of the inquiry.  

Dr J.M. Woollard: In response to a question on notice and the possibility of raising this as a grievance, the 
Minister for Education asked that this be in a report.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: That is a starting point, but as other members have said, we are a long way from coming 
up with a solution to this problem. This problem will be around for a long time, given the projects coming to 
Western Australia in the next few years. We need to address this. The committee report heads us in the right 
direction, but we will need other departments to take a closer look at it, but primarily the Department of 
Education and Training. I commend the committee members for the work they have done, and I look forward to 
a very positive outcome, which will be so very important for the education of young children in Western 
Australia.  

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.14 am]: — by leave: I admit to 
not being fully conversant with the details of the inquiry, and I look forward to reading the report that was tabled 
today. There is an emerging interest in this topic in my electorate. As members know, the Murray-Wellington 
electorate is the food bowl of Western Australia and is the area that will provide into the future the sustenance 
that will be required for the workforce on the fantastic new projects that will emerge in the future. One of the 
problems with the emerging developments in this state, particularly in the area of resources, is that there is a shift 
in labour forces, particularly for those skilled and semiskilled workers who go into the mining sector looking for 
better paying jobs. In the past couple of years we have experienced a labour shortage that has resulted in the 
issuing of 457 visas. I welcome those people who have come here on those visas and have proven to be 
worthwhile contributors to our society. The state’s largest abattoir, Harvey Beef, is located in Harvey and 
members will be aware that Harvey Beef has undergone some transitional changes in the way it functions and 
has fallen upon some difficult times, as it were, in comparison to its long history in the beef industry.  

The fantastic Harvey Primary School—the Minister for Education remarked to me yesterday that it is one of the 
best of the 100 schools that she has visited since becoming a minister—operates under a fantastic principal, 
Colin Brand. I made a particular point of calling into the school and discussing with Principal Brand the issues 
pertaining to the education of students in that area. He enlightened me with the fact that Harvey Primary School 
has 30-plus students whose parents hold 457 visas and who come mainly from Asian countries. Whilst he says 
that they are fitting into the community quite well, an additional burden is placed upon the education system in 
getting these students’ English up to speed and in communications between these young families and the 
education system. One of the programs that Principal Brand is running at Harvey, which I discussed with the 
minister at length yesterday, is the Linking Education and Families program. I understand that the Education and 
Health Standing Committee visited the school to see its early childhood intervention education program. The 
LEAF program is run out of South Bunbury, but it has also been running in Harvey since 2006. However, at the 
end of this year no further funding will be available for the LEAF program. The LEAF program benefits not only 
the Harvey Primary School community, but also St Anne’s School, which has a group of families who hold 457 
visas, mainly Filipino people who are good, strong Catholics. It also benefits the nearby Yarloop Primary 
School, which has people from Cookernup and Yarloop coming through this LEAF program. Next year there 
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will be no funding available for this program. This is symptomatic of the problem that members have been 
referring to, and I look forward to reading in more detail the committee’s report.  

I thought it would be worthwhile, given this is fresh in my mind, and having had the discussion with the 
principal of Harvey Primary School, who is faced with problems of funding, to speak with the Minister for 
Education. The minister said that I had to go through the protocols by visiting the Bunbury district education 
office. That office, given the current economic climate, has many different competing competencies for the 
allocation of funding for various programs. It has got to the stage where, potentially, the LEAF program could 
fall over in Harvey next year. Given the recent history of unemployment and the impact of the economic climate, 
that would be detrimental to the town. I am standing here representing the people of my electorate, in particular 
the people of Harvey, and I look forward to reading the committee’s report and following with interest the 
developments of the committee’s work.  
 


